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Psalm 130 sings of hope in God and God’s 
word. The work of God’s Spirit gives hope of 
new life in Paul’s letter to the church at 
Rome.  

The Gospel of John tells the hope-filled 
story of the raising of Lazarus from the dead. 
The gospel gives us encouraging words to 
sustain us through the approaching despair of 
Christ’s passion and brings us to the fulfill-
ment of hope on Easter. Martha’s wistful 
words to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here. . . . But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of 
him” (John 11:21-22), reflect the hope of God’s 
people in the face of despair, even in the face 

of death. 

March 15th-  

 

On behalf  of  the Hope 

Lutheran Congregation, 

The Endowment fund 

Committee (represented 

by Pat Olson), presented 

the Moose Lake Food 

Shelf  (represented by 

Barb Stone) with a  

donation of  $2000.  

Hope overcomes despair  
for God’s people: 



2 April 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Never before in the history of 

humankind have so many people been 

forced to think about their own mortality 

as well as those they love at the same time. 

There are some people who continue to 

deny the testimony of medical experts and 

ignore their advice and guidance in this 

matter. There are some who live in fear 

and high anxiety either because they or 

others that they love are part of those most 

vulnerable to this pandemic disease...or 

because they or loved ones they know are 

putting themselves at risk providing for the 

needs of others--this includes workers at 

grocery stores, hospitals, nursing homes, 

assisted care facilities, prisons, treatment 

centers, banks, the post offices and so 

much more. There are others who 

continue to approach life with a sense of 

peace and calmness regardless of whatever 

happens--people who have a concern for 

the well being of others.   

 I think this is where we all ought to 

be based on what Jesus words to those who 

followed him: “Do not be anxious about 

tomorrow”...easier said than done. That is 

for sure. The Psalmist expressed similar 

thoughts: The Lord is my shepherd...even 

though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death--I fear no evil for   

YOU ARE WITH ME.  

Emmanuel--God is with us--throughout all 

the trials and tribulations of life. We are 

not alone. It was the Apostle Paul who 

wrote: Whether we live or die we are the 

Lord’s. I have quoted Joan of Arc a lot 

lately: I am not afraid. I was born for this. 

My friends, you and I were born for this 

time and there is no need to be afraid. It is 

a time to castaway all fear and be about 

caring for one another more intentionally. 

It is time to put away our pursuit of things 

that do not matter but concentrate on the 

things that do: our relationship with God 

and our relationships with one another. 

 Do you know the song Day By Day? 

It is a good one to remind us what we are 

to pray for. 

 Day by day. Day by day.  

Oh, dear Lord, three things I pray:  

To see thee more clearly, love thee more 

clearly, Follow thee more nearly.  

Day by day. Day by day.  

Please know you are in my thoughts and 

prayers and I ask you to include me in 

yours as well. Take care and peace be with 

you.  

Your brother in Christ,  

Pastor Larry 
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April 1, 2020 
Dear Partners in Ministry, 

 

 Thank you very much for living  
generously. The 5th Sunday offerings for 
Debt Retirement totaled $8,180 as of March 
31st. This money will be used to help pay the 
monthly mortgage. The annual mortgage 
payment totals $151,020. Last year $95,045 
was contributed toward the mortgage  
payment while the remainder had to come 
from the general fund. While we would like 
to apply this to the back end of the  
mortgage, we think it is more prudent  to 
use it to apply to our monthly mortgage and 
be able to pay staff during these very  
uncertain times due to the pandemic 
affecting all of us. 

 

 Our income for the first quarter  
totaled $122,634.47   with $5,000 of that 
coming from the endowment fund to help 
make a mortgage payment in February. 
Our expenses for the quarter  totaled  
$112,501.14 

 

 There are no outstanding bills and our 
commitment of mission dollars to the NE 
MN Synod has been forwarded to them. Our 
checking account balance is $13,904.49 
which includes the carryover balance from 
last year as well as the $8,180 designated 
for debt retirement which will be used to 

help pay next month’s mortgage payment of 
$12,585. 
 The thermostats at the church for 
most of the building has been set at 55  
degrees (since the building is unoccupied). 
Only the sanctuary (60 degrees) and the 
church offices (65 degrees) are heated 
above that in order to reduce heating costs 
at this time. 

 

 If giving levels remain at the level of 
the first quarter we will be able to achieve 
our planned mission goals. The big variable 
is what will the effect of the pandemic  have 
on giving levels. Many of us will soon be  
receiving money from the federal  
government to stimulate the economy. If 
you do not personally need that money I 
would encourage you to use it to help those 
who do. My wife and I will be using it to 
help with the mortgage payments of one of 
our daughters and son-in-law who both lost 
their jobs. If you don’t personally know of 
anyone who needs it at this time consider 
making a gift to the local food shelf or to the 
church for the regular budget or to help 
make the mortgage payment. 

 

 Thank you for all your prayers,  
encouragement and financial support  
during these unprecedented times. Please 
continue to care for one another, do your 
best to stay healthy, and look forward to the 
day when we will be able to physically  
gather together for worship and fellowship. 
May God bless you all and give you peace. 

 
Your partner in ministry, 

Pastor Larry Johnson 
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Save the date!  
 

July 28-31 2020 
Vacation Bible 

School will be here 

again!  

Voyageurs  
Lutheran Ministry  

came to our youth  
program and talked 
about what camp is 

like. 
 
The kids got to make a 

campfire!  
(Notice the flames in 
the middle and the 

sticks and logs around 
the outside) 

“Cardia Deo” 
(the heart of God)  

retreat for 
Hope’s High 

schoolers 



 YOUTH — WENDY HJELMBERG 
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The Youth program has been suspended…. 

 

We are looking forward to a send off  

later this year! Keep an eye on your 

emails.  

 

Wendy misses all of you! Please call her 

anytime!  

Raising of Lazarus 
John 11:1-45 

(Jesus said) “Take away the 
stone.” …..So they took 
away the stone. Jesus 

looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you that 
you have listened to me. I 

knew that you always  
listen to me, but I said this 
for the sake of the crowd 

standing around here, that 
they may believe that you 

sent me.” When he had said 
this, he shouted in a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The 
one who had died came out, his 

feet and hands tied up with strips 
of cloth, and a cloth wrapped 

around his face. Jesus said to them, 
 “Unwrap him and let him go.” 

First Grade 

Worship Class  
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The Women of Hope Meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 13th at 9:30 a.m. It is 
important for all circle chairpersons, funeral committee members and Busy Bees leaders 
to be present at this meeting. So please mark this as important to attend and be ready to 
add your suggestions. Stay tuned for updates or cancellations. 
Thrivent Members are you using your “Choice Dollars®”? Those of you who are 
members with Thrivent have an opportunity to use your investments to help an 
organization with a monetary giving of your choice. Directing Choice Dollars® is subject 
to the terms and conditions of the Thrivent Choice® program. Every Choice Dollar 
received from this program has impacted the mission of our church for the better. 
 
If you need more information about Thrivent Choice, contact your Thrivent 
Congregational Advocate Barb Lang or go to Thrivent.com. 

A Prayer by Nadia Bolz-Weber:  

God made us all. Our healers are exhausted, God. Give rest to those who care for the sick. Our 

children are bored, God. Grant extra creativity to their caregivers. Our friends are lonely, God. 

Help us to reach out. Our pastors are doing the best they can, God. Help them to know it is 

enough. Our workers are jobless, God. Grant us the collective will to take care of  them. Our 

fellow parents are losing their minds, God. Bring unexpected play and joy and dance parties to 

all in need. Our grocery workers are absorbing everyone’s anxiety, God. Protect them from us. 

Our elderly are even more isolated, God. Comfort them. We haven’t done this before and we are 

scared, God. I don’t even know what else to pray for. Amen.  

Quote for today: 

 “When my arms can’t reach my loved ones--I hug them in my prayers.” (author unknown)  

A Wish for the Week Ahead by Nanes Hoffman May we face whatever comes with compassion 

and grace. May we remember that what connects us is far stronger than what divides us. May 

our hearts and our coffee be strong, and may all of  us remember that no matter what, we de-

termine how we will move through this world, together. Let it be with kindness. 

The Spring Gathering this has been cancelled. At this time no additional date is planned. The Fall Gath-
ering for 2020 will be held here at Hope Lutheran. Time and Day are yet to be decided. Watch for fur-
ther information concerning this event. 
 
 
The Women of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod Summer Gathering is scheduled at Sugar Lake 
Lodge in Grand Rapids on Monday, June 15th through Wednesday, June 17th. We will be looking for a 
delegate to attend this event. If you are interested in going please let Barb Lang know. This is a wonder-
ful place to relax and also learn new things. Please consider attending this event as it is important for us 
to have a delegate. 
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The Beatitudes of Hospitality 
Sr. Armella Oblak, Order of St. Benedict, 2004 

Blest are you who loves others as Christ loves. 
Blest are you who recognize Christ in others. 

Blest are you who entertain Christ in the stranger. 
Blest are you who recognize and are 

 hospitable to the stranger in yourself. 
Blest are you who most patiently endure one another’s burdens. 

Blest are you who practice hospitality at church  
and during other functions. 

Blest are you who reverence all of creation. 
Blest are you who prefer nothing whatever to the love of Christ. 

Blest are you, for you, will come to God in life everlasting. 

Dress up in 
the preschool 

room!! 
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People talk about “sleep walking through life” and waking up to 
a new reality or new way of understanding the world.  

Sometimes those early Sunday morning worship services can 
feel like the entire room is asleep. We can also be asleep to the 

needs of the world around us. Waking in the morning is its own  
sort of resurrection. Maybe we all need to heed these words  

from Ephesians: 

 “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you” (Eph. 5:14). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer  Concerns 
Pat Farrell 
Marie Paulson 
Mary Helfman 
Jay Vargas 
Doris Koivisto 
Anne Koski– Shelly Schaffer’s Mom 
Gerry Krumrie 
Aaron Lattu 
Ardella  Pingeon 
Louise Enstrom 
Jan Benrud 
Pam Dragseth -friend Chuck and Carma Coon 
Laurence Kachinske 
Tony & Vanessa Smude 
Braxton Battaglia -granddaughter of Dave & Judy Paulson 
Louise Halverson 
Kay Graftaas 
Joey Cisar 
Vincent Sanges - father of Jill Juntunen 
Wendy Denton 
Family of Lori Zeug 
Edna Gurman 
Carol Pelletier 
Richard Bohm - brother of Carol Rentz 
Carol Liupakka 
Marilyn Vargas 
Luke Eller 
Steve Storebo - son of Rolly & Imy Johnson 
Scott Gay 
Ken Dahlberg 
David Fahland - friend of Ron & Cindy Zuk 
Jerry Langworthy - friend of Stones 
Linda Huhta– Holmstrom’s Niece 
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Besides those named on this page, please remember 
those not named suffering from chronic pain, or any other 
physical or mental issues.  Especially remember those from 
our church family in assisted living or nursing homes, though 
not listed above unless health conditions deteriorate. They 
are: Lyle Almquist, Jan Ecklund, Carol Carlson, Helen Maltby, 
Karen Dahlmeier,  Annette Dahlmeier, Ardella Pingeon and 
Gene Gerard.  Pray for those that are homebound: Andi  
Carlson, Gordy Paulson and Irene McTaggart.  There are also 
many who prefer not to be listed individually, but have  
requested private prayers. 

Alex Kenney  1 
Miranda Jacobson 2 
William Carlson  3 
Connie Overland 3 
Libbie Ring  3 
Mikel Nelson  4 
Lukas Peterson  4 
Clair Strandlie  4 
Jennifer Eckman 5 
Pat Olson  5 
Cameron Weisert 5 
Joey Cisar  6 
James Lehet  6 
Allie Belanger  7 
Carol Rentz  7 
Jessica Coon  9 
Doug Juntunen  9 
Michelle Olson  9 
Nancy Rude  11 
Verna Schuerman 13 

LeAnna Niss  14 
Matt Jacobson  15 
Elle Nielsen  15 
Emily Ring  15 
Cheryl Winchester 15 
Allen Wasche  16 
Melanie S. Hansen 17 
Ellie Neumann  17 
Cindy Olson  17 
Travis Wagers  18 
Lyle Almquist  20 
Aileen Kovanen  25 
MaKenna Nordstrom 25 
Keith Cannon  27 
Drew Nordstrom 27 
Emma Welch  27 
Deb Benoit  29 
Jack Bexell  30 
Nancy Hedin  30 

Doug & Jennifer Collier  3 
Charles & Carma Coon  4 
C. Michael & Julie Peterson 4 
Greg & Cindy Olson  7 
Isaac & Angela Gran  13 
Chad & Jennifer Mesojedec 15 
Cy & Audrey Cyrus  16 
Rodney & Nancy Grimm  22 
Bruce & Barb Lang  23 
Greg & Tamra Newham  24 
Jeff & Lee Ellen Olson  25 
Dan & Tricia Rodenborg  25 

Military Service   
Brian Erola  Joey Whited 
Robert Dedrowski               Jeremy Hill 
Daniel Conley                      Jeremy Johnson                   
Anthony Mandt  Scott Eckman 
Jason Johnson  Gage Mohelsky 
Mike Tolerico  Maddie Shatz 
John Kachinske  Danny Whited 
Alexis Babcock  
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 My most recent spiritual growth has come from the terrify-

ing experience of  being caught up in a scam. I was driven by fear 

and fear took over. Only when I could stop… and listen to the 

voices in front of  me could I be re-

stored to sanity. 

 My friend has a mantra,  “What 

bad things happen, God sends us the 

people we need.” When I was most 

vulnerable God showed up and began 

a journey of  compassion. That com-

passion started deep within me as I 

was able to accept God’s compassion 

for me and then clothe myself  with 

compassion.  From this experience, a 

poem emerged. I share this with you 

now. 

 

-Thank you Carma Coon for shar-

ing with us this month. 

Boundless Compas-
sion 

 

Be the Light 
Be the Compassion 

Boundless tendering of the 
soul Tendering, softening 

Boundless loving-kindness 
See the Light 
All around us 

In all of Creation 
Everywhere, in everything 

The Divine, Boundless 
The spark of love grows 

Be the light 

“Share all, clothe yourselves with love, which 

binds everything together in perfect harmony.”  

Col 3:14  
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Hope Lutheran Church 
204 Elm Avenue 
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Worship Schedule 
*Sunday 9:00 am 

*Informal Family Praise 
Wednesday’s at 6:30 

 

www.hopeofmooselake.com 
hopelutheran204@msn.com  
218-485-4673 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America April 2020 

Ref: “Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Pres-
ence” by: Sarah Young 


