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Greetings Hope Lutheran 

Church! 
 

I am so excited to be writing this to-

day as an introduction into what I 

hope to be a beautiful and God-filled 

adventure with you all.  I am an ad-

venturer at heart and often speak 

about my life in that way, and find it 

brings more joy and opportunity into 

my life.  From hiking and rock climb-

ing, to skiing and snowmobiling, I take 

full advantage of God’s great North-

woods and all it has to offer.  You can 

pretty much always find me out doing 

something and turning simple things 

into an adventure.  I have two partners 

in crime along for the ride, my wonder-

ful husband Luke, and our ever-excited 

golden retriever Ole.  We also have two 

kitties who cannot stand each other, 

which is an adventure in of itself!  It’s 

a rare occasion to find me without a 

fur baby, or loving on someone else’s.   

 

I have served in Youth and Family min-

istry in some capacity for about eight 

years.  My faith journey began as a 

squirmy little one in the pew every 

Sunday morning with my family, and 

then grew to be my own as a high 

school student.  I was known in school 

as the “church girl” and involved in 

every youth group activity, church 

fundraiser, and mission trip I could get 

myself into.  I found the people who 

surrounded me in the church were 

some of the most supportive and kind 

during those awkward developmental 

years of my life when I truly didn’t 

know who I was or where I was head-

ing.  I know now that God was guiding 

me through those caring adults in my 

life, and I craved that.  I became in-

volved in the Lutheran Youth Organi-

zation (LYO) at fifteen, and I’ve been 

pretty much hooked on this “ministry 

thing” since, although I didn’t quite 

know it at the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on page 7) 
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Welcome!!
Sara Nichols 
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Dear Partners in Ministry, 

I am nearing the end of my 7th month with you 

as your interim pastor. While things have not 

always gone smoothly nor according to plan, we 

have made significant progress in many areas and 

I am optimistic that you could call a new pastor 

to serve you before the end of the year. Here is a 

summary of some of the things that have 

happened. 

1. Finances—When we began the discussion of 

refinancing the mortgage the debt was around 

$1,300,000. With the 5th Sunday of the month 

of special offerings $20,865 has been applied to 

the principal of the mortgage in addition to our 

regular monthly payment of $12,585. The 

mortgage principal has now been reduced to 

around $1,266,000. The August monthly 

payment will reduce that even more as will the 

5th Sunday offering for debt retirement. When 

the mortgage refinancing papers are signed the 

monthly mortgage payment will be around 

$8,000. Special thanks goes to Ernie Muller for 

working on this and to all of you who have 

helped reduce the congregation’s long term debt. 

Thank you to the finance committee—Terry 

Burn, Eric Nielson, and Rob Rose for their help 

in addressing the financial needs of the 

congregation. We have begun work on 

developing the congregational budget for 2021. 

(Lots of variables remain.) Thank you to our 

bookkeeper Beth Lee and all her work and 

especially in regard to the Paycheck Protection 

Program. We received a loan of $36,500 and are 

waiting to hear back from the bank as to how 

much of that loan will be forgiven. 

Thank you for living generously in providing 

financial support to Hope Lutheran Church. 

2. Worship—While we have been unable to 

worship in the building, we have continued to 

provide worship from the sanctuary on the local 

cable as well as Facebook. We added a drive-in 

service at the Moose Lake School parking lot at 

10:30. We purchased an FM transmitter for that 

service and we are in the process of upgrading 

the technology in the church for the local cable 

broadcast and will soon have the capability of live 

streaming worship on our website. 

I cannot thank Lee Mogen enough for the music 

leadership she has provided and for arranging 

other music leaders to assist. They include John 

and Joanna Engstrom, Phil and Val Rogosheske 

and their daughter Abby, Joe Mogen, Emily 

Samarzia, Michael Olson, Emily Bohnsack, 

Gloria Johnson, Deb Ohlgren and Donna 

Eckman. Thank you also to Joe Mogen, Rob 

Rose, and Don Erickson for running the camera 

for our broadcast. 

3. Staffing—We have been fortunate to have 

Michael Olson assisting us for 2 months thanks 

to an ELCA Horizon Grant Award for Youth 

Ministry. He has been excellent! We have hired 

Sara Nichols on a part-time basis for September-

December to assist Deacon Wendy in 

programming for Youth and Family Ministry. 

Sara will be providing music during our August 

9th worship services so you will get a chance to 

realize how fortunate we are to have her with us. 

We have a wonderful staff to work with and I am 

deeply appreciative of them all. Stephanie as 

secretary, Sylvia as Manager of Building and 

Grounds, Lee with Music, and Deacon Wendy 

who runs circles around us and keeps us focused 

on compassionate ministry. This staff does such 
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great work that they make me look good—and 

that’s not easy! 

4. Council—This has been an absolutely 

excellent group to work with and they do a lot 

behind the scenes. They recently completed 

reviewing and revising the Constitution using the 

model ELCA Constitution for Congregations. A 

special congregational meeting will be called to 

approve this document and then it will be 

forwarded to the synod for their approval. 

Council members include: 

Al Overland—President, Julie Rose—Vice 

President, Shelly Olson—Secretary, Shelly 

Hansen, Ann Korhonen, Steve Blondo and 

Chris McDowell who was appointed to the 

council following the resignation of Jay Vargas. 

They appointed a SMART Team charged with 

the responsibility to develop a safe protocol for 

when we can safely gather in the building for 

worship. Members of that group are Mary 

Carlson, Gerene Johnson, and Shelly 

Hanson. You will receive a copy of 

those guidelines in a separate mailing 

in early August. Due to the significant 

rises in the number of cases of Covid-

19 it does not appear that we will be 

worshipping in the building anytime 

soon. 

The council appointed a Transition 

Team consisting of Pam Vargas, 

Donna Arnold, Bambi Neumann and 

Paul Olson who were charged with the 

responsibility of developing the 

Ministry Site Profile of the 

congregation—an essential document to 

help the Synod and the Call 

Committee in seeking suitable pastoral 

candidates to serve Hope Lutheran 

Church. 

The council appointed 7 people to serve on the 

Call Committee. They are: Don Adams, Emily 

Bohnsack, Gerene Johnson, Wayne Peterson, 

Dusty Rhodes, Trish Riel and Emily Samarzia. 

Their work has already begun with the 

presentation of the Transition Team’s Report of 

the Ministry Site Profile but will be waiting for 

the synod to develop a list of possible pastoral 

candidates. 

5. You—Thank you to all the friends and 

members of Hope who have supported me with 

words of encouragement, affirmations, and 

prayers. You have been a blessing to me for 

which I will be grateful for as long as I live. Take 

care and peace be with you. 

 

Your partner in ministry, 

Pastor Larry 
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Thank-you Spence for Fixing our 
Lawnmower! 

https://ca.ctrinstitute.com/stress-reduction-exercises/  

These are great! Check out the website at CTRI. 

Thank you for the Memorials  
on behalf of: 
-Alice Heaton 

-Pat Martinson 
-Glenn Hanson 
-Dave Swenson 

-Chuck Coon 
-Mary Helfman 

THANK YOU  

All musicians who have been singing and 

providing music during Sunday church ser-

vices.  We appreciate your time and musical 

contributions!   We hope to hear you again 

soon!! —Lee 

https://ca.ctrinstitute.com/stress-reduction-exercises/
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 YOUTH — WENDY HJELMBERG 

On July 9th we had a 
fun day for our K-2 

youth. The staff from 
Camp Onamia came 

and played games, 
sang songs, and did 

crafts with us!  
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Circle information: 
Communion service at Augustana will not be happening again this month. 

Hope Lutheran’s prayer 
group meets  on  

Tuesdays at 9:30 here at 
church.   

They are always looking 
for more people.  Just call 

the office (485-4673)if 
you are interested. 

Prayer Group’s Opening Prayer 
 

Today we pray for others, Lord 
Who seem less blessed than us 
That in your love and mercy, 

You’ll Heed their desperate cry. 
 

For those depressed and lonely, 
Please be their constant guide…. 

And show them they are not alone, 
For YOU are by their side! 

 
For those in pain of body… 

Dear LORD, please make them whole, 
And those who doubt…increase their faith; 

Reveal their glorious soul! 
 

Feed those who live in hunger,  
House those who have no home, 

And free this world hatred; 
Show us we all are one. 

 
Dear LORD, thank you for listening, 

And please answer this prayer, 
This world seems much less frightening, 

Just knowing that you care. 

No Altar guild  
in August. 



Fast forward quite a few years and I 

found myself pursuing a degree in 

Youth and Family ministry, working full 

time in ministry, and encouraging 

young people to find their own path to 

Christ.  It is such a powerful, humbling, 

and awe-inspiring thing to be a part of 

someone’s faith journey, no matter how 

small, and it is something I do not take 

lightly.  I hope to be to others trying to 

figure out this messy, beautiful life, 

what those caring adults many years 

ago were to me. 

 

Some of my favorite parts of ministry 

include anything involving music, being 

a part of life’s laughter, walking along-

side others through the messy and bro-

ken parts of life, and just being able to 

listen to the stories of young people.  

From a three year-old’s description of 

the mud pie they created to a middle 

school boy’s grunts about what they 

did last week, these little moments are 

where the real work take place: where 

we are able to be present and show 

God’s love in daily life. 

 

I know that right now our world is ex-

ceptionally complicated and there are a 

whole lot of messy and broken things 

happening.  I know that we are all 

struggling with knowing what the right 

thing to do is, how to move forward, 

and how to support one another.  I 

know that it can be dark and dreary 

when we can’t hug our loved ones, send 

our kiddos to school, or take that fami-

ly vacation we had looked so forward 

to all winter long.  But I also know that 

God is walking alongside each and every 

one of us during this time.  He is 

mourning the change in your summer 

plans, the anxiety and depression raging 

through so many, and the feelings of 

fear and loss in the face of it all.  And 

He hears us.  And He loves us.  And He is 

with us.  And I hope, in some small way, 

I can help to bring a small portion of 

“normalcy” back into your lives through 

the incredible ministry at Hope Luther-

an Church.   

 

I am so honored and humbled to be able 

to begin this adventure with you all, 

and I look forward to meeting you each 

of you and hearing your stories. 

 

In God’s Peace, 

 

Sara Nichols 
 

7 August 2020 
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The “e” word 
Why does the ELCA have the word 
“evangelical” in its name? 

By Robert C. BlezardApril 6, 2018 
 
The core of Lutheran identity 
The term “Evangelical” fits because it speaks to the core 
of Lutheran identity. “Evangelical” comes from the Greek 
word euangelion, meaning simply “good news” or 
“gospel.” Luther’s key insight—that the “good news” of 
Jesus is that we are loved by God and saved by God’s 
grace through faith, not by the good things we do—
challenged centuries of Roman Catholic teaching that peo-
ple had to earn their salvation by being good enough in 
God’s eyes. 
Luther’s teachings shifted the paradigm concerning salva-
tion. Instead of constantly worrying whether we are suffi-
ciently righteous to deserve God’s love, Christians can live 
in joy and peace knowing that God loves us despite our 
sinfulness. Lutherans strive for righteous living and per-
form good works, but not to earn salvation. Rather, these 
compose a faithful, thankful response for what God has 
already done for us. 
“Evangelical” was the settled name for the Lutheran 
churches as the movement spread, especially in northern 
Europe. Keeping to that tradition, German immigrants 
who founded the first Lutheran body in North America in 
the 18th century named it the Evangelical Lutheran Minis-
terium of Pennsylvania. Subsequent immigrants from 
Scandinavia also included “evangelical” in the names of 
the churches they founded in North America. Today 
“evangelical” still appears in scores of Lutheran church 
bodies worldwide. 
With this historical link between tradition and the term 
“evangelical,” there has been some anguish and hand-
wringing as the conservative evangelical movement over 
the last 50 years has led to associations with the word that 
many North American Lutherans find negative: legalistic 
theology; a literal interpretation of Scripture; dismissal of 
opposing viewpoints; perceived hostility toward the 
LGBTQ community; skepticism of science and academia; 
and understandings of such issues as masculinity, feminin-
ity, family and marriage that many find oppressive. 
“The real problem is that in the press and in the wider so-
ciety, those evangelicals have determined what it is to be 
Christian,” Wengert said. It’s not unusual for reporters 
and commentators to turn to cultural evangelical leaders 
as de facto spokespeople for all Christians. 
 

Reclaiming an evangelical spirit 
The baggage associated with the word “evangelical” has 

led some Lutherans to distance themselves from the term. 
Some congregations have de-emphasized “evangelical” in 
their name, or even dropped the term from their websites, 
signs or stationery. 
Other Lutherans distinguish themselves from cultural 
evangelicals by using a different pronunciation. Instead of 
the dominant ee-vangelical, with the hard “e” sound, they 
use the soft “e” sound of eh-vangelical. Chilstrom adopted 
the latter pronunciation after he noticed that H. George 
Anderson, the church historian who succeeded him as 
ELCA presiding bishop, preferred saying the word that 
way. 
Elizabeth Eaton, current presiding bishop, goes with the 
harder ee-vangelical. She is also a major proponent of the 
idea that, as the original evangelicals who have called our-
selves by that name for 500 years, ELCA Lutherans 
should proudly bring it back into their vocabulary. 
“We also need to reclaim the word ‘evangelical,’ ” Eaton 
told the 2016 Churchwide Assembly. 
“We shouldn’t be afraid to reclaim the word that, in a 
sense, only in the last 50 years has been stolen by a small 
group of Christians who actually are more legalistic than 
evangelistic,” Wengert said. 
And we’d be standing on solid ground. “We can say that 
we were evangelical before some people came and distort-
ed that term,” he added. 
In calling for Lutherans to reclaim the word, Eaton added 
an important proviso: “But we also need to reclaim an 
evangelical spirit.” Many others in the ELCA echo the 
sentiment. 
“That’s the important message for Lutherans to hear—
that they’re not imprisoned with such a word, but they are 
given a talking point; they’re given a way to start explain-
ing what they are,” said Maria Erling, professor of mod-
ern church history and global mission at United Seminary. 
“Frankly, the Lutheran tradition is custom-built for this 
kind of crisis because mainstream evangelicalism has 
about exhausted itself,” said Richard Webb, a pastor of 
Lutheran Church of Hope, West Des Moines, Iowa, and a 
former member of the ELCA churchwide evangelism 
team. 
“We may want to figure ways to [recontextualize] the 
word,” he said. “We talk about ourselves as ‘good news 
people,’ as ‘gospel people,’ but the best way to reclaim 
that word is to literally live that way. What kind of news 
are we to the people around us? Are we bad news? Are we 
boring news? Or are we startlingly good news?” 
 
“Be more excited about your faith; help people love Jesus 
more; be more active in the community; share your faith 
with others; love God; love people; and make sure people 
know why you’re doing the whole thing.” 
 
See Website below for the entire article: 
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2018/04/the-e-word/  

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/blezard/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2018/04/the-e-word/


 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer  Concerns 
Marie Paulson 
Doris Koivisto 
Anne Koski– Shelly Schaffer’s Mom 
Ardella  Pingeon 
Pam Dragseth -friend Chuck and Carma Coon 
Braxton Battaglia -granddaughter of Dave & Judy Paulson 
Louise Halverson 
Vincent Sanges - father of Jill Juntunen 
Family of Lori Zeug 
Richard Bohm - brother of Carol Rentz 
Carol Liupakka 
Steve Storebo - son of Rolly & Imy Johnson 
Ken Dahlberg 
David Fahland - friend of Ron & Cindy Zuk 
Jerry Langworthy - friend of Stones 
Linda Huhta– Holmstrom’s Niece 
Roy Evgen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hope Lutheran Church would like to extend 

condolences to the families of Mary Helfman 

and David Swenson. 
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Besides those named on this page, please remember 
those not named suffering from chronic pain, or any other 
physical or mental issues.  Especially remember those from 
our church family in assisted living or nursing homes, though 
not listed above unless health conditions deteriorate. They 
are: Lyle Almquist, Jan Ecklund, Carol Carlson, Helen Maltby,  
Annette Dahlmeier, Ardella Pingeon, Andi Carlson, Mary Lu 
Carlson, Irene McTaggart and Punky and Bette Weske.  Pray 
for those that are homebound: Gordy Paulson.  There are also 
many who prefer not to be listed individually, but have re-
quested private prayers. 

James Hubred  1 
Daniel Rentz  1 
Aaron Borchardt 3 
Cole Jeffers  3 
Duane Waseen  5 
Sawyer Jurek  5 
Jonathon Michaleski 5 
Mila Samarzia  5 
Gregory Skog  5 
Amanda Babcock 6 
Jodi Nummela  6 
Julie Peterson  7 
Elliot Wasche  7 
Marlea Jurek  8 
Peter Jurek  8 
Grace Holm  9 
Hayden Palkie  9 
Deb Shaw  9 
Wendy Hjelmberg            9 
Samantha Schuerman 10 
Olivia Jacobson  11 
Ava Gran  12 
Gage Mohelsky  12 
Michael Rentz  12 
Derek Haugen  13 
Ledger Johnson  13 
Keshia Weisert  13 

Leah Haugen  14 
Megan Nielsen  15 
Anakin Oswald  15 
Shelley Davidson 16 
Patricia Wagers  16 
William Braman IV 17 
Olivia Moffett  18 
Sandy Cisar  20 
Norma Holmstrom 20 
Aaron Lattu  20 
Patricia Lower  20 
Julie Oswald  21 
Laura Skelton  23 
Ascher Eslinger  24 
Gerene Johnson 24 
Helen Maltby  24 
Benjamin Sickler 24 
Tim Langguth  25 
Chad Mesojedec 25 
James Olson  25 
Bev Schroeder  25 
Terri DeRungs  26 
Abby Danelski  28 
Louise Engstrom 28 
Jessica Mendez  29 
Coltyn Rose  31 

Steven & Cheryl Winchester   2 
Mike & Megan Rose    6 
Ron & Sharon Goetzinger   12 
James & Janet Hubred                12 
Dusty & Lisa Rhoades                13 
Tyler & Amber Zuk                13 
Terry & Kara Burn                15 
Kevin & Kristin Huso                15 
Gary & Janice Oltmanns                15 
Richard & Pauline Dee                19 
Jim & Donna Eckman                22 
Nathan & Stacey Klund                26 
Jason & Tonya Benzie                30 
Philip & Anna Lattu                31 

Military Service   
Brian Erola  Joey Whited 
Robert Dedrowski               Jeremy Hill 
Daniel Conley                      Jeremy Johnson                   
Anthony Mandt  Scott Eckman 
Jason Johnson  Gage Mohelsky 
Mike Tolerico  Maddie Shatz 
John Kachinske  Danny Whited 
Alexis Babcock  
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Wendy and Sylvia 
visited George Floyd’s   
memorial site in July.  

 

“It was unforgettable 
and there are no words…”  

-Wendy 

Thank you for all who  
donated to  

Calvary Lutheran.  
They are deeply  

appreciative! 

Thank you 

Sylvia for 

your  

pictures, 

Wendy’s 

 pictures are 

MIA. 
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Sonshine Closet is looking for Volunteers! 
 

Do you have a few hours a week to fill? 
Do you want to be the hands and feet of Jesus? 
Are you looking for a way to help others in this community? 

Sonshine Closet may be the place for you! 
We can find a place for anyone, all you need is some free time 
in your schedule and the willingness to donate your time to 
help those in our community! Two hours a week or more;  
anything would be much appreciated. 
The Sonshine Closet is a non-profit mission that provides 
many services to people in our community.  We offer scholar-
ships for camp, financial assistance for emergencies, grants and 
much more. 

-If you are interested in  
helping out, contact Vanessa 
Smude directly at Sonshine 
or contact the office(485-
4673). 

Vanessa Smude 


