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PRELUDE   

 
INTRODUCTION 
With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the 
world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy 
Thursday liturgy is Jesus' commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, especially the 
poor and the unloved. At the Lord's table we remember Jesus' sacrifice of his life, even as we are 
called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle 
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is 
the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his 
Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus, our Savior. 
 

Within the community of his church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the 
words of absolution we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should 
not doubt, but firmly believe that thereby our sins are forgiven before God in heaven, for it 
comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 
 
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to 
each other as Jesus became our servant. 
 
It is, however, in the Holy Communion that the members of Christ’s body participate most 
intimately in his love. Remember our Lord’s last supper with his disciples, we look forward to 
the time when we can be together again to eat the bread and share the cup of this meal. 
Together we will receive the Lord’s gift of himself and participate in that new covenant which 
makes us one in him. The Eucharist is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all 
the faithful when our Lord returns, the culmination of our reconciliation with God and each 
other. 
Let us pray. “Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
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Welcome to Worship at Hope Lutheran 
We welcome you to this worship service and pray that you will be strengthened and 
equipped for service in your daily life.  If you are visiting, please fill out a Welcome 

Card found in the chair rack in front of your row or at the welcome center and place it 
in the offering plate. 
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that we may attend to your Word, confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

Psalm 51 
 
Instrumental: #608 Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 
 
Pastor: Let us make confession to God: 
  
All: Almighty God, merciful Father; I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all 
my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve 
your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your 
boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me your Holy 
Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to life everlasting. Amen.  
  
Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 
all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power to proclaim the mighty 
deeds of God who called us out of darkness into the splendor of his light. As a called and 
ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.  
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor: “Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave his disciples a 
new commandment: To love one another as he had loved them. By your Holy Spirit write this 
commandment in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.” Amen.  
  
 
 

 
 
PSALM 116:10-17 
 I kept my faith, even when I said, "I am greatly afflicted"; 
 I said in my consternation, "Everyone is a liar." 
 What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me? 
 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 
 I will pay my vows to the LORD 
 in the presence of all his people. 
 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones. 
 O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. You have loosed 
my bonds. 
 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD.  
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WORD 



“THERE IS A GREEN HILL FAR AWAY”  1 verse         Hymn 77 (SBH Hymnal) 
 
FIRST LESSON                 Jeremiah 31:31-
34 
 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the 
LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
 
“THERE IS A GREEN HILL FAR AWAY”  1 verse         Hymn 77 (SBH Hymnal) 
 
SECOND READING                               1 Corinthians 11:17-32 
 Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come 
together it is not for the better but for the worse. For, to begin with, when you come together 
as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you; and to some extent I believe it. Indeed, 
there have to be factions among you, for only so will it become clear who among you are 
genuine. When you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord's supper. For when the time 
comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry and 
another becomes drunk. What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show 
contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What should I say to 
you? Should I commend you? In this matter I do not commend you! 
 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he 
took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. Examine yourselves, and only 
then eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For all who eat and drink without discerning the 
body, eat and drink judgment against themselves. For this reason many of you are weak and ill, 
and some have died. But if we judged ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are 
judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the 
world.  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
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“THERE IS A GREEN HILL FAR AWAY”  1 verse                 Hymn 77 (SBH Hymnal) 
 
 

GOSPEL                             John 13:1–17, 34 
 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from 
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash 
my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I 
wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but 
also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For 
he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
   After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 
he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—
and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also 
should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them.” 
  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another.  
 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord 
 ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE  “Love One Another”                 Pastor Larry Johnson 
  

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lamb of God” 
 
SILENCE 
 
STRIKING OF THE HANDBELL 3 TIMES 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
 
STRIKING OF THE HANDBELL 3 TIMES 
 
WORSHIP CONTINUES WITH GOOD FRIDAY 
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