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Grace and Laura Stephenson 

affirmed their faith this 

month.  

Congratulations ladies! 

Laura’s Scripture 

Grace’s Scripture 
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Dear Partners in Ministry,  
 

 By the time you read this, the church mortgage 

will have been refinanced and I will have gotten back 

from my trip into the BWCA. Thank you to John 

Engstrom for preaching for me on the 27th.  

 If all continues to go as planned we will begin 

youth programming in the church building on Oct. 1st 

as outlined by Wendy. The typical Wednesday evening 

service will be held on Tuesday evenings at 6pm. 

  We will discontinue the drive-in worship at the 

Moose Lake School location and begin worship in the 

sanctuary on October 4th at 10:30. People will need to 

maintain physical distancing and wear masks. An offering 

plate will be placed at the door for you to leave your 

gift.  

 For those uncomfortable coming into the 

building we will continue to record a service for the 

local cable station at 9 or you may remain in your cars in 

the church parking lot at 10:30; we will broadcast the 

service over 101.3 FM as we did for the drive-in service.  

 We will celebrate communion as we did at the 

drive in service with all partaking of the sacrament at the 

same time. Worship will continue indoors depending on 

the number of positive covid-19 cases in our 

community. 

  I am hoping that the Call Committee will soon 

have names of potential candidates by the time I return 

or shortly after that. We will keep you informed as to 

the progress in this area but we will not be able to share 

the names of the potential candidates as only the Call 

Committee will know. I will not be in the loop of those 

discussions or interviews.  

 I will miss you when I am gone and will 

continue to include you in my thoughts and prayers. My 

time with you as your interim has been a real blessing to 

me. While we don’t know exactly when the interim will 

end at this point, we do know that it will end. I regret 

that it had to be in a pandemic which has kept us from 

getting to know one another on a deeper and more 

personal level but we have enjoyed the presence of 

God’s guiding spirit during this wild adventure. It is 

probably a good thing that none of us knew what to 

expect when the interim began. I give thanks to God 

that so many good things have happened during my time 

with you.  

 October 11th has been designated Native 

American Sunday in the NE MN Synod. The liturgy 

that we will use that day has been compiled by the 

Together Here worship team. If you would like to make 

a special offering to help support Together Here please 

do so by placing your gift in a special envelope and 

designate it for Together Here.  
 

May God bless you and keep you safe from all danger 

and harm. Peace be with you.  

Pastor Larry  

No in church  

Worship services 

until  

November 2020 
10:30AM  Worship  

Service will be in our 

church  

parking lot. 
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How Can I Keep From Singing? 
 

My family of origin, Mom, Dad, three older siblings, was the happy birthplace of my life-long 
faith journey.  All throughout my childhood, we sang our faith, led by mother, driving the car, 
doing dishes, anytime – she even started my sister and me singing in a trio with her for church 
events when we were eight and ten.  At our Sand Lake cabin, our tradition was to gather every 
Sunday night in boats, to sing the sun down in the middle of the lake.  The favorite hymns and 

Gospel songs tied us together in a faith-filled community that still exists today. 
 

The Sand Lake Choir was started by my Mom on the lakeshore when I was fourteen.  What a 
happy legacy for her that the choir tradition continued even to these past summers before Covid-

19.  John Engstrom was in that first little choir, along with so many dear friends and family!  Little 
did we guess how this life would bring us back here sixty years later, to marry and live full-time in 

this beloved place! 
 

In those early years, after college, I married my college sweetheart, taught school, then had the joy 
of starting a family- Bill and then Katie.  Gratitude for God’s grace was the hallmark of my 

journey.  Even after the early death of my dad and a cherished sister-in-law, I was held up by my 
belief in God’s promises to be with us in our grief. 

 
However, I was thirty-six when I was brought to my lowest with a major psychotic break and the 
watershed experience of my journey happened.  I was brought to my knees not only emotionally, 

but spiritually as well.  I learned why the great theologian, William Sloan Coffin, said “we are 
born to become vulnerable”.  I came through this darkest period with the support of family, 

friends, pastors, doctors- and God’s grace working through all of them! 
 

After recovering, in my forties I began work at my home church, feeling called by my experience 
of major mental illness, to educate, de-stigmatize, to speak about my recovery to give home that 

with therapy, medication, and support many people can get better! I kept singing as a major 
expression of my faith also.  The excellent Mt. Olivet Choir was a second home to me!  As time 

went on, singing in all groups, including here at Hope, continues to be a joy! 
 

In Romans 8, Scripture says “nothing can separate us from the love of Christ” – I always add 
“neither can mental illness!” Now we all can add that a Covid-19 pandemic cannot separate us 

from that love that will not let us go! 
 

“How can I keep from singing” – My gratitude abounds for God’s Love which as held me fast, 
even when I did not know it! 
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 YOUTH — WENDY HJELMBERG 

Baptism and  
Self-esteem 

class for  
our new  

7th graders. 

Faith for the Future School Schedule 
 
The preliminary schedule is as follows: 
Tuesday, Oct. 6 : Fifth Grade 
Wednesday, Oct. 7 : Sixth Grade 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 : Third and Fourth Grade 
Wednesday, Oct 14, no classes due to MEA 
Tuesday, Oct 20. : no classes due to conference 
Wednesday, Oct. 21: First and Second Grade 
Tuesday, Oct. 27: Kindergarten- Pre-school 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 -sixth grade 
 
7th, 8th, 9th Schedule-Moved To Wednesday’s 
Wednesday, Oct 7th, 6:30-7:45 
Wednesday, Oct 14-No Programming due to MEA 
Wednesday, Oct 21, 6:30-7:45 
Wednesday, Oct 28, 6:30- 7:45 

More pictures to come!! 

NO THURSDAYS!! 

 
We are now on Tues and Weds!  
If the numbers of Covid increase 
we will change accordingly in-
cluding Zoom classes if Moose 
Lake goes to Distant Learning. 

 
Affirmation will be on  

Wednedays, but no worship. 
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NOTHING IS THE SAME AT THIS TIME 
 

There is really nothing to write as we start the Fall activities for the Women of Hope. The Fall Festival 
[Bazaar] will not be held this year because of Covid19 and the decision has been made that we will not have 
St. Lucia. We were down for hosting the Fall Gathering for the Kettle River Conference of the Women of the 
ELCA and that has been cancelled. 

The church office will notify the Altar Guild if they will be needed. 

No communion bread needs to be made and the elements will not be set up at this time. 

So so so incredibly grateful 
for this tribe of mamas and 
babies! Yesterday, these 
women prayed over my sweet baby girl for a healthy last few weeks 
developing and entrance into this crazy world we live in. In a time 
when everyone is encouraging isolation, let me tell you that it is also 
vital to still do life together. Being pregnant during a pandemic has 
been nothing that anyone could expect. It’s scary, frustrating, lone-
ly, and so many other emotions. But, together, we’ve leaned into 
each other. These girls have been by my side through our family’s 
loss last year, and the anxiety/anticipation of a new pregnancy, a 
high-risk pregnancy diagnosis, and all the changes that come along 
with COVID-19.  
 

I’m thankful that God brought us together, so we can raise our kids 
together, lean into each other when we need the support, encourage 
our kids to be curious about Christ, and 
of course, drink so so so much coffee to-
gether!! Ally Loupe 

Ally taught yoga here 
at Hope for a year and 

drew the wonderful 
chalk expedition in our 

parking lot this  
summer. 
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92 Year Old Preacher 
A church in Atlanta was honoring one of  its 
senior pastors who had been retired many 
years. He was 92 at that time and I wondered 
why the church even bothered to ask the old 
gentleman to preach at that age. 
After a warm welcome, introduction of  this 
speaker, and as the applause quieted down, he 
rose from his high back chair and walked slow-
ly, with great effort and a sliding gait to the po-
dium. Without a note or written paper of  any 
kind he placed both hands on the pulpit to 
steady himself  and then quietly and slowly he 
began to speak…. 
“When I was asked to come here today and talk 
to you, your pastor asked me to tell you what 
was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50-
odd years of  preaching. I thought about it for a 
few days and boiled it down to just one thing 
that made the most difference in my life and 

sustained me through all my trials. The one 
thing that I could always rely on when tears 
and heartbreak and pain and fear and sorrow 
paralyzed me… the only thing that would com-
fort was this verse…….. 
“Jesus loves me this I know. 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, 
we are weak but He is strong….. 
Yes, Jesus loves me…. 
The Bible tells me so.” 
When he finished, the church was quiet. You 
actually could hear his footsteps as he shuffled 
back to his chair. 
A pastor once stated, “I always noticed that it 
was the adults who chose the children’s hymn 
‘Jesus Loves Me’ (for the children of  course) 
during a hymn sing, and it was the adults who 
sang the loudest because I could see they knew 
it the best.” 
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Free Piano! 
Tim Langguth just got done remodeling his home and is 
looking to give away his old Spinet Piano.  Its in good con-
dition, he just doesn’t play it anymore. If you are interest-
ed please give him a call 218-260-9855 
 
spinet - a small and compactly built upright piano. upright 
piano, upright - a piano with a vertical sounding board.  

 

Mom, can I sleep at Grandma's tonight ? 
I heard in the car, this morning... 
When I managed to turn around, to see my child, it 
made me go back to the past, with just one sentence... 
She was no longer within my reach. 
I travelled far... 
When did time go by and make us adults full of boring 
priorities? 
We fight every day, for something we're not even sure we 
really want... 
When in fact, grandma's house, is what everyone needs 
to be happy. 
Grandma's house, is where the hands of the clock take a 
vacation with us and the minutes unhurriedly, go by. 
Grandma's house is where a simple pasta and home-
made bread seem to have different flavors, delicious... 
Grandma's house is where an innocent afternoon, can 
last for an eternity of games and fantasies. 
Grandma's house is where the cupboards hide old 
clothes and mysterious tools. 
Grandma's house is where the closed boxes become 
chests of secret treasures, ready to be unveiled. 
Grandma's house is where toys rarely come ready, they 
are invented on the spot. 
Grandma's house, is where everything is mysteriously 
possible, magic happens and without worries. 
Grandma's house is where we find the remains of our 
parents' childhood and the beginning of our lives. 
Grandma's house, on the inside, is the address of our 
deepest affection, where everything is allowed. 
That luxury no longer belongs to me - unfortunately - it 
will live with me, only in memories. 
Even so, if I could place an order now... any order of all 
orders in the world, I would order the same thing... 
"Can I sleep at Grandma's tonight?" 
(Author unknown) 

The Scott and Diana Brecht 

have been busy  this year! Bird 
houses, and bird feeders! Looks 

great!  

10:30 Worship 

Service will be in 

our church  

parking lot. 



Prayer  Concerns 
Marie Paulson 
Doris Koivisto 
Dr. Charles Koski– Shelly Schaffer’s Dad 
Ardella  Pingeon 
Pam Dragseth -friend of Carma Coon 
Braxton Battaglia -granddaughter of Dave & Judy Paulson 
Louise Halverson 
Vincent Sanges - father of Jill Juntunen 
Family of Lori Zeug 
Richard Bohm - brother of Carol Rentz 
Carol Liupakka 
Steve Storebo - son of Rolly & Imy Johnson 
Ken Dahlberg 
David Fahland - friend of Ron & Cindy Zuk 
Jerry Langworthy - friend of Stones 
Linda Huhta– Holmstrom’s Niece 
Roy Evgen 
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Besides those named on this page, please remember 
those not named suffering from chronic pain, or any other 
physical or mental issues.  Especially remember those from 
our church family in assisted living or nursing homes, though 
not listed above unless health conditions deteriorate. They 
are: Lyle Almquist, Jan Ecklund, Carol Carlson, Helen Maltby,  
Annette Dahlmeier, Ardella Pingeon, Andi Carlson, Mary Lu 
Carlson, Irene McTaggart and Punky and Bette Weske.  Pray 
for those that are homebound: Gordy Paulson.  There are also 
many who prefer not to be listed individually, but have re-
quested private prayers. 

Blane Gamst  1 
Cole Lower  1 
Michael Olson  1 
Rita Tegland  1 
Arlene Bartlett  2 
Ronald Bartlett  3 
LeeEllen Olson  4 
Sheryl Lilya  5 
Bonnie Lofgren  5 
Irene McTaggart 5 
Robert Moffett Jr.  5 
Floyd Weske  5 
Tim Larson  7 
Lynette Peterson 7 
Ellie Riihiluoma  7 
Pat Jeffers  9 
Jason Rhodes  9 
Betty Weske  9 
Rejean Carlson  10 
Dawn Eller  11 
Dan Rodenborg  12 
Brooke Nephew  13 
Jon Neumann  13 
Tammy Burginger 15 
Alexis Oswald  15 
Jordan Vargas  16 

Molly Wasche  16 
Lisa Danelski  17 
Carter Rose  17 
Craig Stevens  18 
Trinity Newport-Watts 19 
Heather Christy  20 
Gary Johnson  20 
Lee Stephenson  20 
Thomas Anderson 22 
Tara Lund  22 
Kelsee Stevens  22 
Ava Dufeck  23 
Alan Peterson  23 
Melanie Bexell  24 
C. Michael Peterson 24 
Bentley Broker  25 
Dakoda Broker  25 
Sasha Narayan  25 
Kyle Best  27 
Parker Samarzia 28 
Roland Johnson  29 
Piper Nielsen  29 
Emma Ballantine 30 
Fredrick Borchardt 31 
Holly Mattison  31 

Chad & Tammy Burginger  1 
Ian & Abby Halonen  4 
Steve & Dawn Eller  5 
Tim & Shelly Hanson  5 
Ken & Shanna Dahlberg  16 
Lyle & Patti Almquist  17 
Robin & Lynette Peterson  23 

Military Service   
Brian Erola  Joey Whited 
Robert Dedrowski               Jeremy Hill 
Daniel Conley                      Jeremy Johnson                   
Anthony Mandt  Scott Eckman 
Jason Johnson  Gage Mohelsky 
Mike Tolerico  Maddie Shatz 
John Kachinske  Danny Whited 
Alexis Babcock  
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Holy Ghost Bumps 
 

Have you ever listened to a particular mov-

ing story and gotten “Holy Ghost bumps”? 

I know what you are thinking…. Those are 

called “goose bumps!”  

I thought that very same thing until I came 

to work in the office, I have now starting 

noticing when I get them though.  It hap-

pens every time the Spirit is close EVERY-

TIME! Just today it happened when some-

one called looking for Pastor and he was 

here and able to offer comfort.  I had them 

the entire way through their conversation.  

  

 

 

It happened when Sylvia, Wendy and I 

were outside at Art’s Café.  There was a 

family there just finishing lunch. The little 

girl had her baby rabbit with her and had 

us all hold “Olaf” in turns. The family 

went on their way and Sylvia said she was 

just thinking about how much she missed 

her rabbits that morning.   

 This particular meeting worked in 

both directions, Dad was interested in 

which church we were from and asked for 

more information about services and the 

children’s program.  We were put there for 

each other.  See?? Holy Ghost bumps! 

 

I love them, I never knew how close He 

was and is until Wendy started telling me 

about these chills that are Him!  

 

 

 

 Yesterday, I was getting ready to go 

visit my parents.  I try to go for coffee as 

often as I can. I got everything out to my 

car and remembered I had tomatoes for a 

dear friend of mine sitting on my kitchen 

counter.   

 I thought what the heck, I’ll get 

those out of my kitchen and just bring 

them to her on my way to my parents’ 

place. So I closed my car door and went 

back to the house unlocked the door and 

grabbed the tomatoes. 

 When I got to my friend’s her door 

was locked so I started back to my car.  She 

had seen me and came rushing to the door! 

She opened it and…. The poor woman was 

so frazzled! She was so happy that I was 

there for her.  I helped out with a few 

things that she had to get done before she 

herself could get out of the door on time.  

Before I got there she was wondering how 

she was going to get through the next hour 

and make it to an appointment.   

Those TOMATOES!  
Who would have thought?! Just some to-

matoes to be delivered turning out to be 

able to help a friend in need.   

HOLY TOMATOES! 

 

When have you gotten Holy Ghost bumps? 

Where were you? 

What were you doing?  

Who were you with? 

I would love to share some stories from you 

too! 
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A new adventure begins! 
With great joy, today was my 

official first day at Hope Luther-
an! I am beyond grateful to be 

working alongside my dear 
friend, role model, and now 

partner ! ! 
 

 I cannot wait to see where this 

journey will lead. God is so 
good!  -Sara 

As we welcome Sara to our staff, I would like to share with you how 
we are so fortunate to have her here.  

How can we afford her?  My Randy went on Medicare in Sept.  which 
saves the church 500.00 a month? This amount is part of my package, 
but it won’t be spent.  With Pr. Larry’s permission to explore having 
a youth assistant as I knew that Sara wasn’t working in youth minis-
try at the time. Long story short, the council agreed to sign a con-
tract with Sara for 10 hours a week.  Hope Youth and Education have 
been blessed with a memorial gift from David Swenson in the 
amount of $ 7,000.00 which will also help to pay Sara as our schedule 
has changed some due to Covid and we have added 5 extra hours a 
week.  We hope to continue her employment in 2021. 

Her many gifts will be an amazing asset to our congregation. 
 

-Wendy 


