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Hope overcomes despair  
for God’s people: 

 

this is the message of the readings for today. 
 

Psalm 130 sings of hope in God and God’s word. The work of 
God’s Spirit gives hope of new life in Paul’s letter to the 
church at Rome.  

The Gospel of John tells the hope-filled story of the rais-
ing of Lazarus from the dead. The gospel gives us encouraging 
words to sustain us through the approaching despair of 
Christ’s passion and brings us to the fulfillment of hope on 
Easter. Martha’s wistful words to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here. . . . But even now I know that God will give you whatev-
er you ask of him” (John 11:21-22), reflect the hope of God’s 

people in the face of despair, even in the face of death. 
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March 29, 2020 at 9:00 AM 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet 
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of 
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we 
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome new sisters and brothers 
at the baptismal font, as we renew our baptismal promises. 
 

PRELUDE 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 
 All: Amen. 
 

Pastor: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is 
forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, 
 All: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, 
knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have 
strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts 
and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house 
forever. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Receive good news: God turns to us in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 
live,” says our God. All our sins are forgiven in the name of  Jesus Christ, who is the free and 
abounding gift of God’s grace for us. 
 All: Amen. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  Almighty God,  
 ALL:  your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 

upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ 
and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

Welcome to Worship at Hope Lutheran 
We welcome you to this worship service and pray that you will be strengthened 
and equipped for service in your daily life.  If you are visiting, please fill out a 
Welcome Card found in the chair rack in front of your row or at the welcome 

center and place it in the offering plate. 

GATHERING 
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First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live 
again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they 
will know that “I am the Lord.”  
 

FIRST READING SONG “Dem Bones”    Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians                     
 

Psalm                  Psalm 130 
 

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our 
actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus 
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
 

GOSPEL           John 11:1-45 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his 
friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.          
 ALL:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

MESSAGE  “The Breath of Life”      Pastor Larry Johnson
    

“Breathe on Me Breath of God”   The NBA 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Pastor:  Hear us, O God. 
 ALL:  Your mercy is great.     
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
 be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
 sins as we for give those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
 deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
 and forever. Amen. 
 

“Lord’s Prayer”  Mike on Handbells 
 

BENEDICTION 
 All: Amen 
 

DISMISSAL     
Pastor:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  
 ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 


